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DETAILED ACTION 

This case has been transferred to Examiner Kelly Jerabek. Please direct all 
future correspondence to Examiner Jerabek whose contact information can be found at 
the end of this office action. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 9/10/2004 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Response to Remarks: 

Applicant contends (Amendment, page 7) that the Teruo reference fails to 
disclose all of the limitations of amended claim 1. The Examiner respectfully disagrees. 
Teruo discloses a color video camera including a control circuit (101) for generating 
control signals (SI, S2) by a single white-balance switch (102) (page 2, paragraph 1). 
The control circuit (101) generates control signals (SI ,S2) for changing the mode of the 
camera based on the time period that the white-balance switch (102) is depressed 
(page 2, paragraph 2 - page 4, paragraph 1). Therefore, it can be seen that the control 
circuit (101 ) serves as both a timer and a control unit. It can be seen in Fig. 4C that if 
the white-balance switch (102) is pressed (detecting depression of a button) for a time 
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period longer than a first predetermined time period (T1) control signal (S2) is set in a 
high-level state for a second predetermined period of time (T2). Therefore, it can be 
seen that the timer is started (T2 is started) after the switch (102) is pressed for at least 
the first predetemiined period of time (T1 ). Also, after the second predetermined time 
period (T2) the control signal is again sent to a hold state which causes the camera to 
revert to tracking mode (thus a mode change occurs). The Examiner is reading a 
mode change from either tracking mode to setting mode or from setting mode to 
tracking mode as "executing an Image photographing process". Therefore, it can 
be seen that after the timer has counted a second predetermined period of time (after 
T2) an image photographing process is executed (the camera changes from setting 
mode to tracking mode because control signal S2 is again in a hold state) (page 3 
paragraph 1). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. ^ ^ ^ ^ _ - _ 

Claims 1-2 and 5-9 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
TeruoHledaJP-1 74893. 
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Re claim 1 , Hieda discloses a color video camera including a control circuit (101) 
for generating control signals (SI , S2) by a single white-balance switch (102) (page 2, 
paragraph 1 ). The control circuit (101 ) generates control signals (SI .S2) for changing 
the mode of the camera based on the time period that the white-balance switch (102) is 
depressed (page 2, paragraph 2 - page 4, paragraph 1). Therefore, it can be seen that 
the control circuit (101) serves as both a timer and a control unit. It can be seen in Fig. 
4C that if the white-balance switch (102) is pressed (detecting depression of a button) 
for a time period longer than a first predetermined time period (T1 ) control signal (S2) is 
set in a high-level state for a second predetermined period of time (T2). Therefore, it 
can be seen that the timer is started (T2 is started) after the switch (102) is pressed for 
at least the first predetermined period of time (T1 ). Also, after the second 
predetermined time period (T2) the control signal is again sent to a hold state which 
causes the camera to revert to tracking mode (thus a mode change occurs). The 
Examiner is reading a mode change from either tracking mode to setting mode or from 
setting mode to tracking mode as "executing an image photographing process". 
Therefore, it can be seen that after the timer has counted a second predetermined 
period of time (after T2) an image photographing process is executed (the camera 
changes from setting mode to tracking mode because control signal S2 is again in a 
hold state) (page 3 paragraph 1). 
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Re claim 2. Hieda discloses in figures 4a and 4b that if the white-balance swich 
(102) is pressed for a period of time shorter than the first predetennined time period 
(T1) (a.k.a. the button is released before the end of the period (T1)) , the control signal 
(S1) performs a reverse operation and a switching operation from the setting mode to 
the tracking mode or from the tracking mode to the setting mode is performed (page 2, 
paragraph 3 - page 3, paragraph 1 ). Therefore, a mode change (image photographing 
process) is executed immediately after releasing the white-balance switch (102) is 
released from being depressed. 

Re claim 5, see claim 1. 

Re claim 6, Hieda discloses a color video camera including a control circuit (101) 
for generating control signals (SI , S2) by a single white-balance switch (102) (page 2, 
paragraph 1). The control circuit (101) generates control signals (S1,S2) for changing 
the mode of the camera based on the time period that the white-balance switch (102) is 
depressed (page 2, paragraph 2 - page 4, paragraph 1). Therefore, it can be seen that 
the control circuit (101 ) serves as both a timer and a control unit. It can be seen in Fig. 
4C that if the white-balance switch (102) is pressed (detecting depression of a button) 
for a time period longer than a first predetermined time period (T1 ) control signal (S2) is 
set in a high-level state for a second predetermined period of time (T2). Therefore, it 
can be seen that the timer is started (T2 is started) after the switch (102) is pressed for 
at least the first predetermined period of time (T1 ). Also, after the second 
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predetermined time period (T2) the control signal is again sent to a hold state which 
causes the camera to revert to tracking mode (thus a mode change occurs). The 
Examiner is reading a mode change from either tracking mode to setting mode or from 
setting mode to tracking mode as "executing an image photographing process". 
Therefore, it can be seen that after the timer has counted a second predetermined 
period of time (after T2) an image photographing process is executed (the camera 
changes from setting mode to tracking mode because control signal S2 is again in a 
hold state) (page 3 paragraph 1 ). 

Re claim 7, Hieda discloses in figures 4a and 4b that if the white-balance swich 
(102) is pressed for a period of time shorter than the first predetermined time period 
(T1) (a.k.a. the button is released before the end of the period (T1)) , the control signal 
(SI) performs a reverse operation and a switching operation from the setting mode to 
the tracking mode or from the tracking mode to the setting mode is performed (page 2, 
paragraph 3 - page 3, paragraph 1). Therefore, a mode change (image photographing 
process) is executed immediately after releasing the white-balance switch (102) is 
released from being depressed. 

Re claim 8, see claim 6. 



Re claim 9, see claim 2. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 3 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Teruo 
HiedaJP-1 74893. 

Re claim 3, Hieda discloses all of the limitations of claim 1 above. However, the 
Hieda reference fails to distinctly state that the video camera including a white-balance 
switch is a connectable/disconnectable image acquisition device. The Examiner takes 
Official Notice that is well known in the art to provide video cameras that are capable 
of being connected or disconnected to external devices. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious for one skilled in the art to have been motivated to include a video camera that 
is capable of being connected/disconnected to external devices. Doing so would 
provide a means for connecting the camera to a remote device in order to expand the 
capabilities of the camera. 

Claims 4 and 10-11 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Teruo Hieda JP-1 74893 in view of Schrock et al. US 5,923,908. 
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Re claim 4, Hidea discloses all of the limitations of claim 1 above. However, the 
Hidea reference fails to state that the white-balance switch is displayed on a display 
device. 

Schrock discloses in figure 2, a camera including a touch sensitive Liquid Crystal 
Display Screen (22). The LCD (22) includes virtual buttons (27,28,29) that allow the 
user to control various camera functions (col. 3, lines 25-64). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious for one skilled in the art to have been motivated to include the concept of 
providing buttons for controlling camera functions on a display as disclosed by Schrock 
in the video camera including a white-balance switch that can be depressed by a user 
as disclosed by Hieda. Doing so would provide a means for allowing a user to operate 
a camera using touch input in order to simplify the electronics of the camera (Schrock: 
col. 2, lines 40-45), 

Re claim 10, Hieda discloses a color video camera including a control circuit 
(101) for generating control signals (SI , S2) by a single white-balance switch (102) 
(page 2, paragraph 1). The control circuit (101) generates control signals (SI ,S2) for 
changing the mode of the camera based on the time period that the white-balance 
switch (102) is depressed (page 2, paragraph 2 - page 4, paragraph 1). Therefore, it 
can be seen that the control circuit (101 ) serves as both a timer and a control unit. It 
can be seen in Fig. 4C that if the white-balance switch (102) is pressed (detecting 
depression of a button) for a time period longer than a first predetermined time period 
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(T1 ) control signal (S2) is set in a high-level state for a second predetermined period of 
time (T2). Therefore, it can be seen that the timer is started (T2 is started) after the 
switch (102) is pressed for at least the first predetermined period of time (T1 ). Also, 
after the second predetermined time period (T2) the control signal is again sent to a 
hold state which causes the camera to revert to tracking mode (thus a mode change 
occurs). The Examiner is reading a mode change from either tracking mode to setting 
mode or from setting mode to tracking mode as "executing an image photographing 
process". Therefore, it can be seen that after the timer has counted a second 
predetermined period of time (after T2) an image photographing process is executed 
(the camera changes from setting mode to tracking mode because control signal S2 is 
again in a hold state) (page 3 paragraph 1). Although Hidea discloses all of the 
limitations above, the reference fails to state that the white-balance switch is displayed 
on a display device. 

Schrock discloses in figure 2. a camera including a touch sensitive Liquid Crystal 
Display Screen (22). The LCD (22) includes virtual buttons (27,28,29) that allow the 
user to control various camera functions (col. 3. lines 25-64). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious for one skilled in the art to have been motivated to include the concept of 
providing buttons for controlling camera functions on a display as disclosed by Schrock 
in the video camera including a white-balance switch that can be depressed by a user 
as disclosed by Hieda. Doing so would provide a means for allowing a user to operate 
a camera using touch input in order to simplify the electronics of the camera (Schrock: 
col. 2. lines 40-45). 
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Re claim 1 1 . Hieda discloses in figures 4a and 4b that if the white-balance swich 
(102) is pressed for a period of time shorter than the first predetemiined time period 
(T1) (a.k.a. the button is released before the end of the period (T1)) , the control signal 
(SI) performs a reverse operation and a switching operation from the setting mode to 
the tracking mode or from the tracking mode to the setting mode is performed (page 2, 
paragraph 3 - page 3, paragraph 1). Therefore, a mode change (image photographing 
process) is executed immediately after releasing the white-balance switch (102) is 
released from being depressed. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Contacts 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kelly L. Jerabek whose telephone number is 703-305- 
8659. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (8:00 AM - 5:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wendy Garber can be reached on 703-305-4929. The fax phone number 
for submitting all Official communications is 703-872-9306. The fax phone number for 
submitting informal communications such as drafts, proposed amendments, etc., may 
be faxed directly to the Examiner at 703-746-3059. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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